
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Joyful Noise Neighborhood Music School 
 
  
Your Project Title: Individual & Small Group Music Lessons 

Your Project Summary: Joyful Noise will provide free individual and small group music lessons on a variety 

of instruments to disadvantaged children ages 5-18. Lessons will be taught by experienced musicians who 

will volunteer their time. Students will demonstrate progress by performing at a concert in May. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,750 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant provides evidence throughout the proposal which meets the funding criteria. The 

applicant has shown the ability to have meaningful engagement with the community by providing a musical 

program to youth of all ages. The applicant’s responses offer deeper insight into their programming, 

organizational capacity, and project implantation which does suggest they can carry out their plan. The 

supporting materials are adequate. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: Joyful Noise Neighborhood Music 

School increases the public benefit of its program by loaning instruments to students, removing the barrier 

to participation caused by expensive instrument purchase or rental fees. The organization also builds 

meaningful relationships with partner organizations and institutions to provide cultural experiences for 

students and their families such as tickets to concert performances or scholarships to summer music 

camps. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: The organization engages a diverse team of arts and culture volunteers 

and professionals, qualified to complete the project. Joyful Noise Neighborhood Music School supports and 

nurtures student's unique musical interests deepening the program's and participants' artistic and cultural 

vibrancy. Students interested in continuing their music education have successfully auditioned and enrolled 

into the Cleveland School for the Arts. Organizational Capacity: The organization's budget is realistic and 

appropriate for the project. The budget demonstrates a clear plan to reach the match requirement; non-

CAC expenses are also accounted for. The organization's first employee is an alumni of the program, the 

artistic and cultural vibrancy and public benefit of the organization have a lasting impression. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Joyful Noise Neighborhood Music School successfully meets 

the funding criteria through their proposal for Individual & Small Group Music Lessons. They especially 

show the public benefit of this project as they meaningfully engage the near-west side neighborhoods (Ohio 

City, Tremont, Detroit-Shoreway, West Boulevard, Old Brooklyn, and Kamm's Corners). They work with 

economically disadvantaged children and responds to a very important need in the community for access 

and use of musical instruments and the availability of drama and creative writing lessons. They have built 

meaningful relationships with residents, churches, and partners such as Baldwin Wallace University, The 

Cleveland Institute of Music, and St. Ignatius High School. They are accessible and inviting to their 

community and open to the public. They do accept donations, but this is rarely the case for most 

families.They also demonstrate artistic and cultural vibrancy by engaging a diverse team of music 

professionals that are qualified to complete this project. They have organizational capacity to plan and 

successfully manage this project. They can count on an engaged and diverse board, 20-30 volunteer 

teachers, one-part time staff, and three interns. A concert in May will assist in measuring their progress as 

well as reviewing students' practice diaries, students' participation in recitals, and a quiz on concert 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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etiquette. Their budget is realistic and appropriate for the project. The match requirement is clearly covered 

from a grant of The Edwin Northrup II Trust and a fundraiser sale of Peterson’s nuts. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Organization knows their target audience demographics but seems to have not yet engaged the 

community in their new location and I wonder if there are plans in place to get to know their new community. 

The project plan is very clear and the financial plan is detailed/clear. The goals of the project are a little 

oddly phrased in percentages, and I am not sure that concert etiquette is quite as critical for a public benefit-

focused event. I am torn because the organization seems to have a lot of community partners yet no 

relationships with the community served. I remain unclear on how the organizations is engaging with 

community needs/interests in their work. Feels very one-sided when community engagement requires a 

two way street. That said - the project exhibits clear artistic vibrancy as there are professional musicians 

volunteering to work with students and surely the students will be inspired and challenged. Project plan is 

clear, finance are in order, and I believe the organization would steward their grant fund effectively thanks 

to their organizational capacity. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The application demonstrates strong evidence of artistic and 

cultural vibrancy. Significant artistic support is provided to participants in this project. Organizational 

Capacity - The application demonstrates strong evidence of organizational capacity. This organization has 

been doing this work for some time and seems to do it well. The goal and outcomes section of the narrative 

are notable. Public Benefit - The application demonstrates evidence of public benefit. Clearly, they know 

their community and how to serve them. Would have liked to have seen more about how they engage the 

community they serve in designing the project activities - not just the neighborhoods (although that's 

important), but those individuals being directly served as well. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 
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